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distributed to the flocks and herds scattered
over a thousand hills; which now, without any
consequent trouble to the shepherd or the herds-
man, leisurely crop the grass, as they slowly
traverse the surface from their morning to their
evening range of pasture.

Let us suppose, again, that the horse were to
become extinct. In that event how greatly
would be in a moment altered the condition of
the whole civilized world! for by what other
means could there be kept up that general com-
munication, between distant parts of the same
empire, the rapidity and facility of which contri-
bute at the same time to national prosperity,
and to individual wealth and comfort; since
that recent invention, the steam carriage, though
capable of supplying the place of horses along
the course of regular roads, would be inappli-
eable in most other situations? Consider, again,
the position of contending armies, whose fate
often is determined by the evolutions of united
squadrons of this noblest of all the inferior ani-
mals ; and sometimes even by the speed of the
individual charger whose rider conveys the com-
mand which is to determine those evolutions:
or, to descend into the less important though
not less interesting scenes of domestic life, let
us imagine, what we may perhaps have wit-
nessed, the ecstasy of an afflicted parent, who
has been enabled by the speed of this all but
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