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possibly happen, with respect to that still more

remarkable animal of New Holland, the orni

thorhynchus paradoxus: in each of which in

stances the locality of the species appears. to

have been always extremely limited.

On the other hand there are species of ani

mals, which, though so minute, and so far re

moved from common observation, as to be

scarcely known to mankind at large, much less

employed for any useful purpose, would yet be

productive of great inconvenience were they

permitted to increase indefinitely: and hence,

although they may perhaps previously accom

plish some important end in the scheme of na

ture, they are destined to be the food of other

animals, which, being much larger than them

selves, necessarily consume them in great quan

tity. There is hardly a bird, or a reptile, or a

fish, the contents of whose stomach would not

bear witness to the truth of the assertion just

made: and even among quadrupeds there are

many species, as the mole, the hedgehog, the

maths, and the ant-eater, which, from the na

ture of their food, are grouped into a distinct

family, called insectivorous.

intentional deception; and the result was, that an interminable

feud arose between them: for though they were attached to the

same institution, and lived within its walls, (not indeed without

other companions, or absolutely under the same roof, as their

prototypes in the Eddystone light-house,) they never again

spoke to each other.
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