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248 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

SECT. IL
Geographical Distribution of Animals.

Amonc the strongest evidences of an inten-
tional adaptation of the external world to the
physical condition of man, may be classed the
geographical distribution of animals, taken in
connexion with certain points in their general
history. Thus the elephant, which lives ex-
clusively on vegetable food, is found naturally
in those climates only, where vegetation is so
luxuriantly abundant as easily to meet the large
supply, which numerous individuals of such
enormous bulk require: and then the tracta-
bility and docility of the animal are such, that
its amazing strength may be easily directed to
forward the purposes of man; and often is so
directed, in the conduct of military operations,
as well as on various ordinary occasions: and
lastly, the increase of the species advances
slowly ; for, in by far the greater number of in-
stances, only one individual is produced at a
birth. Now had the elephant been equally
adapted to colder climates, where vegetation is
comparatively scant, the difficulty of supporting
the individual animals in such climates would
have diminished the value of the species: or,
were elephants as intractable and indocile, as
they are the reverse, what destruction would
they not be continually dealing around them ;
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