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250 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

With scarcely any natural means of defence,
and nearly useless in the scheme of creation,
(as far as we can judge,) unless as the slave of
man, it forms a remarkable parallel to the
sheep, the ox, and other of the ruminating spe-
cies; which are also rarely, if ever, found, but
under the protection of man, and to that protec-
tion alone are indebted, indeed, for their exist-
ence as a distinct species. Let us compare then
the form, and structure, and moral qualities of
the camel, with the local character of the re-
gions in which it is principally found; and with
the nature of the services exacted of it by man.

The sandy deserts of Arabia are the classical
country of the camel ; but it is also extensively
employed in various other parts of Asia, and in
the north of Africa: and the constant commu-
nication that exists between the tribes which
border on the intervening sea of sand, could
only be maintained by an animal possessing

- such qualities as characterize the camel— the
“ ship of the desert,” as it has emphatically
been called. Laden with the various kinds of
merchandise which are the object of commerce
in that region of the world, and of which a part
often passes from the most easterly countries of
Asia to the extreme limits of western Europe,
and from thence even across the Atlantic to
America, this extraordinary animal pursues its
steady course over burning sands during many
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