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successive weeks. And not only is it satisfied

with the scanty herbage which it gathers by

the way; but often passes many days without

meeting with a single spring of water in which

to slake its thirst.

In explanation of its fitness as a beast of bur

den, for such desert tracts of sand, its feet and

its stomach are the points in its structure which

are principally calculated to arrest our atten

tion: and its feet are not less remarkably ac

commodated to the. road over which it travels,

than is the structure of its stomach to the

drought of the region through which that road

passes. The foot of the camel, in fact, is so

formed that the animal would b incapable of

travelling, with any ease or steadiness, over

either a rough or a stony surface; pd equally

incapable is it of travelling !'or any long con

tinuance over moist ground, in consequence of

the inflammation produced in its limbs from

the effect of moisture. It is observed, by Cu

vier, that these circumstances in its physical

history, and not the incapability of bearing a

colder temperature, account for the fact, that,

while the sheep, the ox, the dog, the horse, and

some other species, have accompanied the mi

grations of man, from his aboriginal seat in cen

tral Asia to every habitable part of the globe,

the camel still adheres to the desert.

And now observe how its interior structure
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