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TO THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF MAN. ‘965

tained, even by those to whom the expense is
not a matter of any consideration. In situations
for instance which are far removed from any
town, there are very few, with the exception of
the possessors of extensive landed property, who
can be conveniently supplied with -animal food
from their own flocks and herds: and in the
case of the crews of ships, which are accustomed
to make long voyages, it would be utterly impos-
sible to find room in any vessel for such a num-
ber of live animals, and still less for the food
which those animals would require, as would be
competent to supply the daily consumption of
all on board. But in all these instances the dif-
ficulty is obviated by the preservative quality of
common salt: for we know that, by the aid of
salted provisions, guarded by the regular use of
vegetable acids, a ship’s crew may be\maintained
in good health for an indefinite length of time.
And then, with reference to the'general ques-
tion, there are almost all the herbivorous species
of birds, together with the auxiliary supply of
their eggs; and those numerous species both of
river and of sea fish, which contribute very largely
to the support of the human race, not solely by
affording food, but by affording a lucrative em-
ployment to the fisherman. I omit the consi-
deration of the turtle, the lobster, the prawn, the
oyster, and a few other species ; because the ag-
gregate consumption of such kind of food is com-
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