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260 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

paratively small ; and those animals, as articles
of food, may be considered rather as luxuries
than necessaries.

Of the animals which supply us with food, the
flesh or muscular fibre is that part which is most
acceptable to the palate: and it is worthy of con-
sideration that the flesh of those animals, of whose
living services we stand hourly in need, as the
horse and the dog, are so unpalatable that we
are not tempted to eat them unless in cases of
dreadful necessity. Many individuals however,
through poverty, are content, and some by pecu-
liarity of taste are inclined, to feed on the lungs or
liver, or other of the viscera of animals. And mo-
dern researches and experiments have taught us
that even the bones may be rendered digestible,
either by the effect of long boiling under a high
degree of artificial pressure, as in the apparatus
called Papin’s Digester, or in consequence of
the removal of their earthy basis by means of
any convenient acid ; and we have also learnt,
from similar sources, that common saw-dust, by
certain chemical processes, may be made nutri-
tious: but we may fairly argue, from the pro-

" visional care of nature, that mankind will never
be generally reduced to such circuitous means
of obtaining their necessary food. In the mean
time we may console ourselves with the reflection,
that in the event of any temporary or local diffi-
culty, we may tind a supply of food where ante-
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