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these bones, blackened by the carbon which is
evolved from their animal matter. Exposure to
an open fire drives off this carbon, and leaves
the bones still unaltered in form, but nearly
blanched: and these bones, subsequently re-
duced to powder, and mixed with a sufficient
quantity of water to give them the requisite
degree of consistence, are formed into vessels,
which are employed in the process of refining
gold and silver.

It was stated that, during the destructive dis-
tillation of bone, the carbonic acid and inflam-
mable gases are suffered to escape: but of these
the latter might be employed in supplying light
to gas burners; and then, out of the numerous
products of the complicated process which I
have been describing, the carbonic acid would
be the only substance not employed for some
useful purpose.

SECT. VIL
Animals as a Source of Clothing, &c. for Man.

The utility of many of those animals which
supply us with food does not terminate in merely
that adaptation of them to human wants. From
the same animals we are supplied with clothing
also (but this service, indeed, they render to us
in common with various other animals which
are unfit for food); and, according to the dif-
ferent states of civilization in which mankind
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