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272 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

neral commerce and the arts and economical
purposes - of life, of less importance than the
foregoing. How many different substances, as
leather, and parchment, and glue; and what
various instruments, either for common use, or
ornament or amusement, are manufactured from
skin and horn, and bone and ivory! With re-
spect to the last mentioned of which substances
indeed, it is a highly interesting fact, that the
world has not been supplied with it solely from
the two still existing species of elephant, but
also, and in a very large proportion, from the
extinct and fossil species. Under the name of
licorne fossile, the tusks of the extinct species
have for ages been an object of commerce in the
Russian dominions: and M. Pallas describes
the abundance of these fossil tusks to be such,
that they are found in every direction through-
out the greater part of north-eastern Russia.

If we only consider the amount of the con-
sumption of wax and honey, of what importance
is not that little insect the bee: and the same
observation may be made with reference to the
silk-worm and the coccineal !

Lastly, for it is necessary to bring the present
subject to a close, what immense advantages
accrue to commerce and navigation from the
traffick in even a very few species of fish, as the
whale, the cod, the herring, and the pilchard! so
great indeed are those advantages, that the ques-
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