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some one work ; as man, the bee, the ant, &ec.
(wonsmike & éotiv &v & w1 kal kowdv yiveras whvrav 55 Lyov
omep ov mavre woiel Ta aryehaia. €ovi B¢ Torobrov Avbpwrmos,
pédirTa, apnk, pipprE. p.4.)

With the exception of the opinion that inani-
mate matter graduates into life, nothing ad-
vanced by Aristotle in the foregoing observa-
tions, if considered in the light of a general
statement, is contradicted or set aside by our
present knowledge. For no opinion perhaps is
more prevalent, among those who are capable
of fairly investigating the characters of natural
objects and phenomena, than that there are
gradations of excellence in the various forms of
matter; although the limits of distinction are
often obscure. Who, for instance, that has com-
pared the respective. structures and qualities of
the bodies, can doubt that the most splendid
mineral indicates, humanly speaking, an infi-
nitely less effort of creative and superintending
power than the most simple vegetable? In the
mineral we find a perfect similarity, or rather
sameness, of character, pervading all the inte-
grant particles of the mass; the order of their
union being the result of a mere external force,
which, having once brought them together, ceases
to have any further effect. In the vegetable we
find a most curiously arranged system of internal
tubes or pores, which attract and separate the
elementary principles of the soil and of the at-
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