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324 EXERCISE OF THE

In addition to the natural groups, enumerated
in the distribution above described, Aristotle re-
- fers to a few marine animals which principally
belong to the zoophytes of Cuvier, without com-
prehending them under a distinct name. Of
that extensive class of animals, called at the
present day polypes, which are the fabricators
and inhabitants of every variety of coral, he says
nothing: and of that still more extensive class,
if the term class be not too confined, the an:-
malia infusoria, he was almost necessarily igno-
rant ; most of the species being microscopic.

It appears, from a few scattered notices, that
Aristotle had a faint idea that the specific cha-
racters and dispositions of animals might be
altered, from the effect of food and other cir-
cumstances: (tov @y Tév Terpamodwy moANY ai Xdpas
wosobas Oiaghopdy oU povev mpos TNV GAANY ToD TWMATOS
ednpepiay GANG Kai wpds TO WAEovdKis oyevecar Kal fyewdv.
p. 122. “Oca peév otw paraKkas €xer Tos rp:'xa;, evfocia
Kpopeva arAyporépas ioxes, doa B oxArpds, paraxwrépas
Kkai erdrrovs. Asagpépovas O€ Kai Kaxd Tods Tomovs Tovs Oep-
porépovs kai Yvyporépovs. p. 68. "Eviote yiveras 10V pro=
vopdwv ék mperdvov Te Kai pelavrépoy Aeuka—éK O TV
AEVK®Y yevidy ovK wmras €is pméhay perafBaAiiov. p.71.) And
he mentions particularly one instance of this
kind, though his reasoning on the occasion is
not admissible in the present state of physiolo-
gical knowledge. In observing that, ¢ as the
« actions of animals are determined by their na-
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