
324 EXERCISE OF THE

In addition to the natural groups, enumerated

in the distribution above described, Aristotle re

fers to a few marine animals which principally

belong to the zoophytes of Cuvier, without com

prehending them under a distinct name. Of

that extensive class of animals, called at the

present day polypes, which are the fabricators

and inhabitants of every variety of coral, he says

nothing: and of that still more extensive class,

if the term class be not too confined, the ani

malia infusoria, he was almost necessarily igno

rant; most of the species being microscopic.

It appears, from a few scattered notices, that

Aristotle had a faint idea that the specific cha

racters and dispositions of animals might be

altered, from the effect of food and other cir

cumstances: ('rc wv rcv rrpaéwv roAAv cd xcpw

ci4opzv oz /hYOV irpc r7Y rot'

¬vJ/J..Ep:av aAAa icat rpoç 'TO irA¬ovwctç o¬v¬oas Kai 7¬YvaV.

p. 122. 'Ooa v ov aAwccç ¬t rˆc rpijxc, ct'f3ooIçi

j4¬va crA'por4ac 'oez 2pcc, aiccor'pac

#ca brrovç. a4¬'povos ˆ ica icar rot; 'r6irovç TOg Qep

jLOTpoUc ica vporpovc. p. 68. 'EvIom 7iV¬ral rv /ho-1

YO%pOWV EK /h¬AaVWP TE xaz fL¬AalrrEpwv AEVKa-EK ¬ rwv

A¬viccv 7EYWV 02K c7rras Et c 1L¬' LETa/3cAA0Y. p71.) And

he mentions particularly one instance of this

kind, though his reasoning on the occasion is

not admissible in the present state of physiolo

gical knowledge. In observing that, "as the

"actions of animals are determined by their na-
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