
326 EXERCISE OF THE

self in the external form is dependent on, or

at least coincident with an imperfect develope

inent, or a subsequent alteration, of the inter

nal structure; which imperfect developement or

subsequent alteration determines that degree of

masculine courage which prompts the hen to

fight, and to imitate the male in other ac

tions.

And so it sometimes happens that, in fe

males of the human species, the feminine form

is either never originally developed, or, by age

or other causes, becomes so much altered as to

lose its usual characters; (-/vv r2zc hr r y¬veIo

V4tei rps'yac irAv ¬'i'cuç yIyvovrw Ai'ycu, 'rex1 r2 xara-

piic orj. p. 70.) and, correspondently with these

exterior traces of virility, there is often in such

cases a masculine temperament of the mind,

which marks the character of the virago. And,

on the other hand, from analogous causes ana

logous changes are found to take place in the

male of our own species, or of any species

nearly resembling our own: for, in such in

stances, the tone of the voice and the general

form of the body acquire a feminine character;

and that firmness and resolution, which belong

naturally to the male, subside to a greater or

less degree into a feminine gentleness.

Aristotle, then, had no philosophical notion of

the laws which regulate the occasional variation

in the specific form of animals; much less of


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


