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on the same principle, there is a less degree of
variation than in dogs. In the dog, which is of
all species the most domesticated, the variation
extends to the production of an additional toe,
and corresponding metatarsal bone in the hind
foot®. And in the human species, in the indi-
viduals of which, from their varied intercourse
and modes of living, the limits of variation may
antecedently be expected to have the widest
range, there are families having six fingers.

In concluding this part of the subject, I
would observe that the principle, which we have
just now been examining, is of very great im-
portance as the basis of a physiological argu-
ment with reference to the identity of the hu-
man species throughout the world. For, inas-
much as all the variations in colour, form, and
size, of the different nations of mankind, come
within the acknowledged limits of specific va-
riation in the animal kingdom, we have hence
satisfactory physiological proof that all the va-
rieties of the human race may have proceeded
from one common parent. Of the truth of the
general position indeed, of which the human
species is a particular instance, the work of
Aristotle now under consideration is in itself a
strong argument: for, notwithstanding the lapse
of ages which has taken place since it was writ-
ten, the description of many species 18 so accu-

o Ann. du Mus. tom. xviii. p. 342. pl. 19.
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