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334 EXERCISE OF THE

rate, as to leave no doubt of the identity of those
described by Aristotle with those to which the
description is applicable at the present day °.

SECT. IV.

On those Animal Forms called Monsters, or Lusus Naturc.

THE subject of the present section is naturally
connected with that of the latter part of the pre-
ceding : and, although the occasion neither re-
quires nor would justify even a brief examination
of the laws which regulate the formation of mon-
sters, or lusus nature, as they are often called,
especially as they have been lately illustrated
by that ardent French physiologist Geoffroy St.

° It can hardly escape observation, or fail to excite surprise,
that in the work now under consideration, Aristotle usually
contents himself with stating facts: he very rarely reasons on
their final causes; thus omitting what Cuvier calls one of the
most beautiful and useful points in natural history. The follow-
ing are, I believe, the only instances in which he deviates from
mere description. He observes, when speaking of fish, that a
great proportion of the spawn of those animals is destroyed in
various ways; and that if this were not the case the species
would become too numerous. (Ta& pév woAAa & of dppeves dva-
kdmrovot, 7a 8’ dmoM\vrar &v 7§ type oa & av éxrékwow els Tovs
Témovs els ovs ékrikTovat, Tatra cdlerar €l yap mdvra éowdero, maumAy-
6és av 70 yévos qy ékdorwv. p. 169.) On another occasion he ob-
serves, that though the spring is the general season for propaga-
tion, yet occasionally the rule is set aside; where, for instance,
the preservation of the offspring is the result. (‘Oppnricérara pév
oly Os émt T8 mav elmeiy wpds Ty Sxelav Ty éapwiy Spav eoriv: ob piv
Ta mdvra ye woicirar Tdv abTov kapdy Ti)s oxelas, dAN& wpds THY éxrpo-
i T@y Téxvwv €év Tois kabikovor kapots. . 181.)
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