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rate, as to leave no doubt of the identity of those

described by Aristotle with those to which the

description is applicable at the present day 0"

SECT. IV.

On those Animal Forms called Monsters, or Lusus Natura'.

THE subject of the present section is naturally

connected with that of the latter part of the pre

ceding: and, although the occasion neither re

quires nor would justify even a brief examination

of the laws which regulate the formation of mon

sters, or lusus nature, as they are often called,

especially as they have been lately illustrated

by that ardent French physiologist Geoffroy St.

o It can hardly escape observation, or fail to excite surprise,
that in the work now under consideration, Aristotle usually
contents himself with stating facts: he very rarely reasons on

their final causes; thus omitting what Cuvier calls one of the

most beautiful and useful points in natural history. The follow

ing are, I believe, the only instances in which he deviates from

mere description. He observes, when speaking of fish, that a

great proportion of the spawn of those animals is destroyed in

various ways; and that if this were not the case the species
would become too numerous. (T !LV 7roXX & oZ 1ppEvE dva-16
xaffrovL, ra 8 airóXXvra& (V 9) tr/pCs ooa 8 av CKTEKO)OLV ELS OU

T6IrOVSY El$ Ois ?KTIKTOVOL, ravra OTEra al yap irdvra EcTcErO, lraJLIrX77
6s &v r yvos v scdoTow. p. 169.) On another occasion lie ob

serves, that though the spring is the general season for propaga
tion, yet occasionally the rule is set aside; where, for instance,

the preservation of the offspring is the result. (tOpj?jrLKrara dz'
OVV O (L aV ELIrELP irp 9P OELaV 7qV EapLVJV wpav 6-74p- ov' pip
r& ira'v'ra ye lroLELrcu T4V ar6v icwp6v rc XE1, AXz rps rv KTpO
çbiv T(OV TEXV(h)V ('V TOLD 1CathKOVcTL ,capots. p. 181.)
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