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338 ON THE INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES.

deserves our attention—if we consider the wuses
of the parts with reference to the precision of
their position, we shall find, that the position of
those is most constant, the uses of which are
most important ; while the distribution of those
parts, the position of which may differ to a con-
siderable extent without inconvenience to the
individual, is found to be continually varying.

Now as this law of deviation from the usual
structure does not seem at all to depend on the
construction of the parts themselves; and as
the result is necessarily connected with the well-
being, and even the life, possibly, of the indivi-
dual; we cannot consider this result as the ef-
fect of chance, or want of design: for, if chance
could be admissible as the cause, why should
one class of phenomena be so much more fre-
quent than the other? And with equal or still
greater force we may apply the argument to
the existence of those productions emphatically
called monsters. Probably then, or rather as-
suredly, these anomalous productions may, in
addition to other ends, be considered as proofs
of a particular or constantly superintending
Providence; and, like the storms which occa-
sionally ravage the surface of the earth, may
awfully recall to our minds the power of the
Deity, while they at the same time convince us,
by the rarity of their occurrence, of the merci-
ful beneficence of his nature.
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