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CONCLVUSION. 343

from every breath of heaven, unless previously
tempered with luxurious warmth, and impreg-
nated with the perfumes of the east? Have we
weakened our intellectual faculties, and brutal-
ized our moral feelings, by habitual inebriation ;
abusing that gift of Heaven, which was intended
as a restoration of exhausted nature? Instead of
simply satisfying the calls of hunger by plain
and moderate diet, have we provoked and pam-
pered the appetite by all the luxuries which
the animal and vegetable kingdoms can supply,
till at length all appetite has been destroyed ;
pain and disease have been induced ; the human
form and feature have been lost under a mass of
loathsomeness and corruption ; and death, long
wished for, yet dreaded, has arrived at last?
we shall awake hereafter in another world, but
in unaltered misery; without the hope of any -
second offer of release from the impurity and
everlasting punishment of sin.

Or, to refer to the intellectual part of our na-
ture, in contemplating for instance the starry
firmament, and in calculating the unerring mo-
tions of the heavenly bodies, have we been con-
tent to characterise the certainty and regularity
of those motions as the result of necessity, or of
the laws of an undefined agent called nature?
And in thus failing to acknowledge explicitly
the Author of those laws, though not indeed
formally denying his existence, have we, like
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