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viil PREFACE.

could not but look forward with much pleasure.
And if he should in any instance stimulate the
reader to examine the question with any por-
tion of the interest and satisfaction with which
he has himself examined it, he i1s confident that
he shall not have laboured in vain.

It will be for others to determine whether a
judicious selection and a sufficiently natural ar-
rangement of the materials of the -following
Treatise have been adopted: but to those, who
may think that many of the subjects have been
treated too cursorily, the Author begs leave to
point out the extensive range afforded by so
wide a field of inquiry; and the consequent
necessity of compression in each particular; the
subject of this Treatise being in fact an epitome
of the subjects of almost all the others. He also
considers it right to state, that it is the imme-
diate object of the Treatise itself to unfold a train
of facts, not to maintain an argument; to give
a general view of the adaptation of the external
world to the physical condition of man, not to
attempt formally to convince the reader that
this adaptation is a proof either of the existence
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