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8 DEDICATION.

physical sciences, by showing how admirably every
advance in our knowledge of the universe harmo-
nizes with the belief of a most wise and good God.
To do this effectually may be, I trust, a useful labour.
Yet, I feel most deeply, what I would take this occa-
sion to express, that this, and all that the speculator
concerning Natural Theology can do, is utterly in-
sufficient for the great ends of Religion; namely, for
the purpose of reforming men’s lives, of purifying
and elevating their characters, of preparing them for
a more exalted state of being. It is the need of
something fitted to do this, which gives to religion its
vast and incomparable importance; and this can, I
well know, be achieved only by that Revealed Reli-
gion of which we are ministers, but on which the plan
of the present work did not allow me to dwell.

That Divine Providence may prosper the labours
of your lordship, and of all who are joined with you
in the task of maintaining and promoting this Reli-
gion, is, my lord, the earnest wish and prayer of

Your very faithful
And much obliged servant,

Witriay WHEWELL.

Trinity College, Cambridge,
Feb. 25, 1833.
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