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22 INTRODUCTION.

universe exhibit this mutual adaptation, and thus {q

bring before the mind of the rcader the evidence of

wisdom and providence, which the external world

affords. When we have illustrated the correspon.

dencies which exist in every province of nature, be.

tween the qualities of brute matter and the constitu.

tion of living things, between the tendency to de.

rangement and the conservative influences by which

such a tendency is counteracted, between the office

of the minutest speck and of the most %eneral laws;

it will, we trust, be difficult or impossible to exclude
from our conception of this wonderful system, the
idea of a harmonizing, a preserving, a contriving,
an intending Mind; of a Wisdom, Power, and Good-
ness far exceeding the limits of our thoughts.
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