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36 TERRESTRIAL ADAPTATIONS.

each its peculiar time of the year; and, together
with a proper period of rest, fill up the twelve months,
The transformations of most insects have a similar
reference to the seasons, their progress and duration,
“ In every species,” (except man,) says a writer* on
animals, ¢ there is a peculiar period of the year in
which the reproductive system exercises its ener-
gies. And the season of love and the period of ges-
tation are so arranged that the young ones are pro-
duced at the time wherein the conditions of tempera-
ture are most suited to the commencement of life.”
It is not our business here to consider the details of
such provisions, beautiful and striking as they are.
But the prevalence of the great law of periodicity
in the vital functions of organized beings will be al-
lowed to have a claim to be considered in its refer-
ence to astronomy, when it is seen that their periodi-
cal constitution derives its use from the periodical
nature of the motions of the planets round the sun;
and that the duration of such cycles in the existence
of plants and animals has a reference to the arbi-
trary elements of the solar system: a reference
which, we maintain, is'inexplicable and unintelligi-
ble, except by admitting into our conceptions ; an In-

tell.igent Author, alike of the organic and inorganic
universe.

* Fleming, Zool. i. 400,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


