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sun could afford evidence of a controlling and order

ing purpose,
it seems difficult to imagine how he

could look for evidence stronger than that vhich

there actually is. Of all the innumerable possible

cases of systems, governed by the existing laws of

force and motion, that one is selected which alone

produces such a steadfast periodicity, such a constant

average of circumstances, as are, so far as we can

conceive, necessary conditions for the existence of

organic and sentient life. And this selection is so far

from being an obvious or easily discovered means to

this end, that the most profound and attentive consi

deration of the properties of space and number, with

all the appliances and aids-we can obtain, are barely

sufficient to enable us to see that the end is .thus se

cured, and that it can be secured in no other way.

Surely the obvious impression which arises from this

view of the subject is, that the. solar system, with its

adjustments, is the work of an inthiligence, who per

ceives, as self-evident, those truths, to which we at

tain painfully and slowly, and after all imperfectly;
who has employed in every part of creation refined

contrivances, which we can only with effort under

stand; and who, in innumerable.instances, exhibits to

us what we should look upon as remarkable difficul

ties remarkably overcome, if it were not that, through

the perfection of the provision, the trace of the dif-

ficulty is almost obliterated.

CHAPTER IV.

The Sun in the Centre.

TJIE next circumstance which we shall notice as

indicative of design in the arrangement of the mate

rial portions of the solar system, is the position of the

sun, the source of light and heat, in the centre of the
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