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and connexions which exist in it, our knowledge is
most narrow and partial, most shallow and super-
ficial. We cannot suppose, therefore, that the rea-
sons which we discover for the present form of the
Jaws of nature go nearly to the full extent, or to the
bottom of the reasons, which a more complete and
profound insight would enable us to perceive. To
do justice to such reasons, would require nothing less
than a perfect acquaintance with the whole constitu-
tion of every part of creation; a knowledge which
man has not, and, so far as we can conceive, neve
can have. -
We are certain, therefore, that our views, with
regard to this part of our subject, must be imperfect
and limited. Yet still man has some knowledge with
regard to various portions of nature; and with re-
gard to those most general and comparatively simple
facts to which we now refer, his knowledge is more
comprehensive, and goes -deeper than it-does in any
other province. We conceive, therefore, that we
shall not be engaged in any rash or presumptuous
attempt, if we endeavour to point out some of the
advantages which are secured by the present consti-
tution of some of the general mechanical laws of na-
ture; and to suggest the persuasion of that purpose
and wise design, which the selection of such laws

will thus appear to imply.

CHAPTER X.
The Law of Gravitation.

WEe shall proceed to make a few observations on
the Law of Gravity, in virtue of which the motions
of planets about the sun, and of satellites about their
planets take place; and by which also are produced
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