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196 RELIGIOUS VIEWS.

properties of attraction and affinity and assimilating
power, is the same Being who regulates the actions
and conditions of men, by the influence of the feeling
of responsibility, the perception of right and wrong,
the hope of happiness, the love of good.

The conviction that the Divine attributes which
we are taught by the study of the material world,
and those which we learn from the contemplation of
man as a responsible agent, belong to the same Di-
vine Being, will be forced upon us, if we consider
the manner in which all the parts of the universe,
the corporeal and intellectual, the animal and moral,
are connected with each other. In each of these
provinces of creation we trace refined adaptations
and arrangements which lead us to the Creator and
and Director of so skilful a system; but these pro-
vinces are so intermixed, these different trains of
contrivance so interwoven, that we cannot, in our
thoughts, separate the author of one part from the
author of another. The Creator of the Heavens and
of the Earth, of the inorganic and of the organic
world, of animals and of man, of the affections and
the conscience, appears inevitably to be one and the

same God. .
We will pursue this reflection a little: more into

detail.

1. The Atmosphere is a mere mass of fluid floating
on the surface of the ball of the earth; it is one of
the inert and inorganic portions of the universe, and
must be conceived to have been. formed by the same
Power which formed the solid mass of the earth and
all other parts of the solar system. But how far is
the atmosphere from being inert in its effects on or-
ganic_beings, and unconnected with the world of
life! By what wonderful adaptations of its mechani-
cal and chemical properties, and of the vital powers
of plants, to each. ather, are the. developement and
well-being of plants and animals secured! The crea-
tor of the atmosphere must have been also the crea-
tor of plants and animals: we cannot for an instant
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