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204 RELIGIOUS VIEWS.

to show us the way we should walk in, but it like-
wise carries its own authority with it, that it is our
natural guide : the guide assigned us by the author
of our nature.”* That we ought to do an action, is
of itself a sufficient and ultimate answer to the ques-
tions, wky we should do it *—how we are obliged to
do it? The conviction of duty implies the soundest
reason, the strongest obligation, of which our nature
is susceptible. '

We appear then to be using only language which
is well capable of being justified, when we speak of
this irresistible esteem for what is right, this convic-
tion of a rule of action extending beyond the grati-
fication of our irreflective impulses, as an impress
stamped upon the human mind by the Deity himself;
a trace of His nature; an indication of His will; an
announcement of His purpose; a promise of His
favour : and though this faculty may need to be con-
firmed and unfolded, instructed and assisted by other
aids, it still seems to contain in itself a sufficient in-
timation that the highest objects of man’s existence
are to be attained, by means of a direct and inti-
mate reference of his thoughts and actions to the
Divine Author of his being.

Such then is the Deity to which the researches of
Natural Theology point; and so far is the train of
reflections in which we have engaged, from being
merely speculative and barren. %Vith the material
world we cannot stop. If a superior Intelligence
have ordered and adjusted the succession of seasons
and the structure of the plants of the field, we must
allow far more than this at first sight would seem to
imply. We must admit still greater powers, still
higher wisdom for the creation of the beasts of the
forest with their faculties; and higher wisdom still
and more transcendent attributes, for the creation of
man. And when we reach this point, we find that it
is not knowledge only, not power only, not foresight

* Butler, Serm. 3.
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