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and beneficence alone, which we must attribute to

the Maker of the World; but that we must consider

him as the Author, in us, of a reverence for moral

purity and rectitude; and, if the author of such emo

tions in us, how can we conceive of Him otherwise,

than that these qualities are parts of his nature; and

that he is not only wise and great, and good, incom

parably beyond our highest conceptions, but also

conformed in his puposes to the rule which he thus

impresses upon us, that is, Holy in the highest degree
which we can imagine to ourselves as possible.

CHAPTER II.

n the Vastness of the Universe.

" 1. THE aspect of the world, even without any of
the peculiar lights which science throws upon it, is
fitted to give us an idea of the greatness of the power

by which it is directed and governed, far exceeding
any notions of power and greatness which are sug
gested by any other contemplation. The number of
human beings who surround us-the various condi
tions requisite for their life, nutrition, well-being, all
fulfilled;-the way in which these conditions are
modified, as we pass in thought to other countries,

by climate, temperament, habit;-the vast amount
of the human population of the globe thus made up;
yet man himself but one among almost endless tribes
of animals ;-the forest, the field, the desert, the air,
the ocean, all teeming with creatures whose bodily
wants are as carefully provided for as his ;-the sun,
the clouds, the winds, all attending, as it were, on
these organized beings ;-a host of beneficent ener

gies, unwearied by time and succession, pervading
every corner of the earth;-this spectacle cannot
but give the contemplator a lofty and magnificent
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