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easy to imagine that such difficulties must vanish
before Him who made us and our faculties? Let it
be considered how enormous a proportion the largest
work of man bears to the smallest ;—the great py-
ramid to the point of a needle. This comparison
does not overwhelm us, because we know that man
has made both. Yet the difference between this
proportion and that of the sun to the claw of a mite,
does not at all correspond to the difference which we
must suppose to obtain between the Creator and the
creature. It appears then that, if the first flash of
that view of the universe which science reveals to
us, does sometimes dazzle and bewilder men, a more
attentive examination of the prospect, by the light
we thus obtain, shows us how unfounded is the des-
pair of our being the objects of Divine Providence,
how absurd the persuasion that we have discovered
the universe to be too large for its ruler.

4. Another ground of satisfactory reflection, hav-
ing the same tendency, is to be found in the admira-
ble order and consistency, the subordination and
proportion of parts, which we find to prevail in the
universe, as far as our discoveries reach. We have,
it may be, a multitude almost innumerable of worlds,
but no symptom of crowding, of confusion, of inter-
ference. All such defectsare avoided by the manner
in which these worlds are distributed into systems ;—
these systems, each occupyin%a vast space, but yet
disposed at distances before which their own dimen-
sions shrink into insignificance’;—all governed by one
law, yet this law so concentrating its operation on
each system, that each proceeds as if there were no
other, and so reﬁulating its own effects that perpe-
tual change produces permanent uniformity.. This
is the kind of harmoniousrelation which we perceive
in that part of the universe, the mechanical part
namely, the.laws of which are best known to us.
In other provinces, where our knowledge is more
imperfect, we can see glimpses of a similar vastness
of combination; producing, by its very nature, com-
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