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Such ‘impressions appear thus to rise irresistibly
in the breasts of men, when they obtain a sight, for
the first time, of the varied play and comprehensive
connexions of the laws by which the business of the
material world is carried on and its occurrences
brought to pass. To dwell upon or develope such
reflections is not here our business. Their general
prevalence in the minds of those to whom these first
views of new truths are granted, has been, we trust,
sufficiently illustrated. Nor are the names adduced
above, distinguished as they are, brought forwards
as authorities merely. We do not claim for the
greatest discoverers in the realms of science any
immunity from error. In their general opinions they
may, as others may, judge or reason ill. The arti-
cles of their religious belief may be as easily and as
widely as of other men’s, imperfect, perverted, un-
profitable. But on this one point, the tendency of
our advances in scientific knowledge of the universe
to lead us up to a belief in a most wise maker and
master of the universe, we conceive that they who
make these advances, and who feel, as an original
impression, that which others feel only by receiving
their teaching, must be looked to with a peculiar
attention and respect. And what their impressions
hlzlwe commonly been, we have thus endeavoured to
show.

CHAPTER VI

On Deductive Habils ; or, on the Impression produced
on Men’s Minds by tracing the consequences of as-
certained Laws.

Tue opinion illustrated in the last chapter, that
the advances which men make in science tend to im-
press upon them the reality of the Divine govern-
meni of the world, has oftert been controverted.
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