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contrargf, by assuming perpetually the existing lawg

as the basis of their reasoning, without question or
doubt, and by employing such language that these
laws can be expressed in the simplest and briefest
form, they are led to think and believe as if these
laws were necessarily and inevitably what they are.
Some mathematicians indeed have maintained that
the highest laws of nature with which we are ac-
quainted, the laws of motion and the law of universal
gravitation, are not only necessarily true, but are
even self-evident and certain @ priord, like the truths
of geometry. And though the mathematical culti-
vator of the science of mechanics may not adopt this
as his speculative opinion, he may still be so far in-
fluenced by the tendency from which it springs, as
to rest in the mechanical laws of the universe as ul-
timate and all-sufficient principles, without seeing in
them any evidence of their having been selected and
ordained, and thus without ascending from the world
to the thought of an Intelligent Ruler. He may thus
substitute for the Deity certain axioms and first prin-
ciples, as the cause of all. And the follower of New-
ton may run into the error with which he is some-
times charged, of thrusting some mechanic cause
into the place of God, if he do not raise his views,
as his master did, to some higher cause, to.some
source of all forces, laws, and principles.

When, therefore, we consider the mathematicians
who are employed in successfully applying the me-
chanical philosophy, as men well deserving of honour
from those who take an interest in the progress of sci-
ence, we do rightly; but it is still to be recollected, that
in doing this they are not carrying us to any higher
point of view in the knowledge of nature than we had
attained before: they are only unfolding the conse-
quences, which were already virtually in our posses-
sion, because they were implied in principles already
discovered :—they are adding to our knowledge of
effects; but not to our knowledge of causes:—they
are not making any advance in that progress of
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