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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. D

attention is directed to the relations which the
frame has to the earth we are placed upon.

Some philosophers, who have considered the
matter curiously, have said, that if man were
translated bodily to another planet, and were
it smaller than the earth, he would be too light,
and he would walk like one wading in deep
water. If the planet were larger, the attraction
of his body would make him feel as if his limbs
were loaded with lead ; nay, the attraction might
be so great as to destroy the fabric of the body,
crushing bones and all.*

However idle these fancies may be, there is no
doubt that the animal frame is formed with a due
relation to the earth we inhabit, and that the
parts of the animal body, and we may say the
strength of the materials, have as certainly a
correspondence with the weight, as the wheels
and levers of a machine, or the scaffolding which
sustains them, have relation to the force and
velocity of the machinery, or the load that they
are employed to raise.

The mechanism and organization of animals
have been often brought forward for a different
purpose from that for which I use them. We
find 1t said, that it is incomprehensible that an all

* The matter of Jupiter is as 330,600 to 1000 of our Earth.
The diameter of Pallas is 80 miles; the Earth is 7,911 miles in
diameter. .
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