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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 9

Something, then, we observe to be common to
our planet and to others, to our system and to
other systems; matter, attraction, light; which
nearly implies that the mechanical and chemical
laws must be the same throughout. It is perhaps
too. much to affirm, with an anonymous author
that an inhabitant of our world would find him-
self at home in any other, that he would be like
a traveller only, for a moment perplexed by
diversity of climate and strangeness of manners,
and confess, at last, that nature was every where
and essentially the same. However this may

" be, all T contend for is, the necessity of certain
relations being established between the planet
and the frames of all which inhabit it; between
the great mass and the physical properties of
every part ; that in the mechanical construction
of animals, as in their endowments of life, they
are created in relation to the whole, planned
together and fashioned by one Mind.

A comparison made between the system of an
animal body, and the condition of the earth’s sur-
face, is highly illustrative of design in both. In
the animal, we see matter withdrawn from the in-
fluences which arrange things that are dead and
morganic ; but this matter thus appropriated to
the animal, and newly endowed through the
influence of life, continues in the possession of
such qualities of inanimate matter as are neces-
sary to constitute the living being a part of the
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