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14 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

the Creator, he is roused to reflection only by
overwhelming calamities, which appear to him
magnified and disproportioned ; and hence arises
a conception of the Author of his being more in
terror than in love.

There is inconsistency and something of the
child’s propensities still in mankind. A piece of
mechanism, as a watch, a barometer, or a dial,
will fix attention—a man will make journeys to
see an engine stamp a coin, or turn a block ; yet
the organs through which he has a thousand
sources of enjoyment, and which are in them-
selves more exquisite in design and more curious
both in contrivance and in mechanism, do not
enter his thoughts; and if he admire a living
action, that admiration will probably be more
excited by what is uncommon and monstrous,
than by what is natural and perfectly adjusted
to its office—by the elephant’s trunk, than by the
human hand. This does not arise from an un-
willingness to contemplate the superiority or dig-
nity of our own nature, nor from an incapacity
of admiring the adaptation of parts. It is the
effect of habit. The human hand is so beautifully
formed, it has so fine a sensibility, that sensibility
governs its motions so correctly, every effort of
the will is answered so instantly, as if the hand
itself were the seat of that will ; its actions are so
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