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CHAPTER 1I.

We ought to define the hand as belonging ex-
clusively to man-—corresponding in sensibility
and motion with that ingenuity which converts
the being who is the weakest in natural defence,
to the ruler over animate and inanimate nature.
If we describe the hand as that extremity
which has the thumb and fingers opposed to
each other, so as to form an instrument of pre-
hension, we embrace in the defimtion the extre-
mities of the quadrumana or monkeys. But
the possession of four hands by animals of that
class implies that we include the posterior as
well as the anterior extremities. Now the ante-
rior extremity of the monkey is as much a foot
as the posterior extremity is a hand; both are
calculated for their mode of progression, climb-
ing, and leaping from the branches of trees, just
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