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OF THE SHOULDER. 49

his capacities: that the lower extremities and
pelvis, or hips, were never intended to give him
the erect posture, or only for a moment; but for
swinging, or for a vigorous pull, who can deny
him power in those long and sinewy arms.

The full prominent shoulders, and the conse-
quent squareness of the trunk, are equally dis-
tinctive of man with the strength of his loins;
they indicate a free motion of the hand.

OF THE BONELS OF THE SHOULDER.

The bones of the shoulder, being those which
give firm attachment to the upper extremity,
and which afford origins to the muscles of the
arm and fore arm, are simple, if studied in man,
or, indeed, in any one genus of animals; but
considered in reference to the whole of the
vertebral animals, they assume a very extraor-
dinary degree of intricacy. We shall, however,
find that they retain their proper office, notwith-
standing the strange variations in the form of
the neighbouring parts. In man they are di-
rectly connected with the great apparatus of
respiration ; but in other animals we shall see
the ribs, as it were, withdrawn, and the bones of
the shoulder, or fundamental bones of the extre-
mity, curiously and mechanically adapted to
perform their office without the support of the
thorax. We shall not, however, anticipate the
difficulties of this subject, but look first upon
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