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The socketing of the teeth in the jaws gives a
peculiar form to these bones, and the muscles
which move them are also peculiar; in short, he
forms a conception of the shape of the skull.
From this point he may set out anew, for by the
form of the teeth, he ascertains the nature of the
stomach, the length of the intestines, and all
the peculiarities which mark a vegetable feeder.

Thus the whole parts of the animal system
are so connected with one another, that from
one single bone or fragment of bone, be it of the
jaw, or of the spine, or of the extremity, a really
accurate conception of the shape, motions, and
habits of the animal, may be formed. |

It will readily be understood that the same
process of reasoning will ascertain, from a small
portion of a skeleton, the existence of a carni-
vorous animal, or of a fowl, or of a bat, or of
a lizard, or of a fish; and what a conviction is
here brought home to us, of the extent of that
plan which adapts the members of every crea-
ture to their proper office, and yet exhibits one
system to pervade the whole range of animated
beings whose motions are conducted by the ope-
ration of muscles and bones ! '

After all, this is but a part of the wonders
disclosed through the knowledge of a thing so
despised as a fragment of bone. It carries us
into another science ; since the knowledge of the
skeleton not only teaches us the classification of
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