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fingers; and let us once more seec what may be
done, by the study of one of these bones, to the
bodying forth of the whole animal. I allude to
the dissertations of the President Jefferson and
Baron Cuvier on the Megalonix. We must pre-
face this part of our subject by some remarks on
the form of the claws of the lion.

The canine tribe are carnivorous, like the
feline, and both have the last bones of their toes
armed with a nail or claw. DBut their habits and
their means of obtaining food are different. The
first combine a keen sense of smelling with a
power of continued speeéd ; they run down their
prey. The feline order have their superiority
in the fineness of their sight, accompanied with
a patience, watchfulness, and stealthy move-
ment ; they spring upon their prey, and never
long pursue it. They attain theii object in a
few bounds, and, failing, sulkily resume their
watch. When we look to the claws, we see a
correspondence with those habits. The claws of
the dog and wolf are coarse and strong, and
bear the pressure and friction incident to a long
chase. They are calculated to sustain and pro-
tect the foot. DBut the tiger leaps on his prey,
and fastens his sharp and crooked claws in the
flesh. These claws being curved and sharp, we
must admire the mechanism by which they are
preserved. The last bone, that which supports
the claw, is placed laterally to the penultimate
bone, and is so articulated with it, that an elastic
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