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112 BONES OF THE ICHTHYOSAURUS

The last examples 1 select, shall be from the
ancient world.* _ _ ‘
These figures are taken from specimens, In
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* The figure to the left is the anterior extremity of the Plesio-
saurus; to the right, that of the Ichthyosaurus. In these paddles
we see the inlermediate changes from the foot of animals to the
fin of the fish—from the walrus, dolphin, turtle, to the 'plesio-
saurus, and ichthyosaurus—where we no longer find the pha-
langes or attempt to count the bones; and where they become
irregular polygons or trapezoids—Iless like phalanges than the
radii of the fins of a fish. In fishes the anterior extremity is
recognised in the thoracic fin; and we may even discover the
prototypes of the scapula and the bones of the arm connected
with it. I know not what the naturalist, who likes to note the
gradual decrease of the elementary parts, makes of these hun-
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