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RIGHT HAND OVER THE LEFT. 141

this superiority may be said to result from the
more frequent exertion of the right hand ; but
the peculiarity extends to the constitution also ;
and disease attacks the left extremities more
frequently than the right. In opera dancers,
we may see that the most difficult feats are per-
formed by the right foot. But their preparatory
exercises better evince the natural weakness of
the left limb, since these performers are made
to give double practice to this limb, in order to
avold awkwardness in the public exhibition ; for
if these exercises be neglected, an ungraceful
preference will be given to the right side. In
walking behind a person, it is very seldom that
we see an equalized motion of the body; and if
we look to the left foot, we shall find that the
tread 1s not so firm upon it, that the toe is not so
much turned out as in the right, and that a
greater push is made with it. From the pecu-
liar form of woman, and the elasticity of her
step resulting more from the motion of the
ankle than of the haunches, the defect of the
left foot when it exists, is more apparent in her
gait. No boy hops upon his left foot, unless he
be left handed. The horseman puts the left
foot in the stirrup and springs from the right.
We think we may conclude, that every thing
being adapted, in the conveniences of life, to the
right hand, as for example the direction of the
worm of the screw or of the cutting end of the
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