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CHAPTER VII.

OF SENSIBILITY AND TOUCH.

WE find every organ of sense, with the excep-
tion of that of touch, more perfect in brutes
than in man. In the eagle and the hawk, in the
gazelle and in the feline tribe, the perfection of
the eye is admirable ;—in the dog, wolf, hyzna,
as well as in birds of prey, the sense of smelling
1s inconceivably acute; and if we should have
some hesitation in assigning a more exquisite
sense of taste to brutes, we cannot doubt the
superiority of that of hearing in the inferior
animals. But in the sense of touch, seated in
the hand, man claims the superiority ; and it is
of consequence to our conclusion that we should
observe why it is so.

It has been said that, accompanying the
exercise of touch, there is a desire of obtaining
knowledge ; in other words, a determination of
the will towards the organ of the sense. Bichat
says, it is active whilst the other senses are
passive. This opinion implies that there is
something to be understood—something deeper
than what is here expressed. We shall arrive at
the truth by considering that in the use of the
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