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180 SENSIBILITY TO HEAT.

what must befall through the want of this sen-
sibility—the paralytic is brought to us severely
burned, or with his extremities mortified through
cold. A man having lost the sense of hLeat in
his right hand, but retaining the muscular
power, lifted the cover of a pan which had fallen
into the fire and deliberately replaced it, not
being conscious that it was burning hot; the
effect, however, was the death and destruction
of the skin of the palm and fingers. In this
man there was a continual sensation of coldness
in the affected arm, which actual cold applied
to the extremity did not aggravate, nor heat in
any degree assuage.* Sensibility to heat is a
safeguard in as much as it is capable of be-
coming a painful sensation, whilst it is a never-
failing excitement to activity and a continual
source of enjoyment.

And here we may remark an adaptation of
the living property very different from the phy-
sical influence. Heat is uniform in its effect on
matter ; but the sensation varies as it is given
to or abstracted from the living body. Cold
and heat are distinct sensations; and this is
so far important that without such contrast we
should not continue to enjoy the sense. For
in the nervous system it holds universally that

* There are certain morbid conditions of sensation when cold
bodies feel intensely hot. --Dr Abercrombie’s Inquiry into tke
Intellectual powers.
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