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192 NATURE OF THE - IMPRESSION.

mitted to the sensorium. To the most minute
examination, the nerves, in all their course, and
where they are expanded into the external organs
of sense, seem the same in substance and in
structure. The disturbance of the extremity of
the nerve, the vibrations upon it, or the images
painted upon its surface, cannot be transmitted
to the brain according to any physical laws that
we are acquainted with. The impression on the
nerve can have no resemblance to the ideas
suggested in the mind. All that we can say is,
that the agitations of the nerves of the outward
senses are the signals, which the Author of
nature has made the means of correspondence
with the realities. There is no more resem-
blance between the impressions on the senses
and the ideas excited by them, than there is
between the sound and the conception raised
in the mind of that man who, looking out on
a dark and stormy sea, hears the report of
cannon, which conveys to him the idea of
despair and shipwreck—or between the im-
pression of light on the eye, and the idea of
him, who, having been long in terror of national
convulsion, sees afar off a column of flame,
which is the signal of actual revolt.

By such illustrations, however, we rather
show the mind’s independence of the organ of
sense, and how a tumult of ideas will be excited
by an impression on the retina, which, notwith-
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