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248 COMPARISON OF SOME PARTS OF THE

we observe that even now there are parts of the
earth’s surface which are marshy, and insalu-
brious ; and that these are the places inhabited
by amphibious and web-footed animals,—such
as are suited to the oozy margins of swamps,
lakes, or estuaries. It is most interesting to
find that when the remains of animals, of similar
construction, are found in the solid rocks, the
geologist discovers, by other signs, that at the
period of the formation of these rocks, the sur-
face was flat, and that it produced such plants
as imply a similar state of the earth to these
- swampy and unhealthy regions.

We thus mark changes-in the earth’s surface,
and observe, at the same time, corresponding
changes in the animal creation. We remark
varieties in the outward form, size, and general
condition of animals, and corresponding varieties
in the internal organization,—until we find Man
created, of undoubted pre-eminence over all, and
placed suitably in a bounteous condition of the
earth.

Most certainly the original crust of the earth
has been fractured and burst up, that its con-
tents might be exposed; that they might be
resolved and washed away, by the vicissitudes
of heat, cold, and rain: mountains and valleys
have been formed ; the changes of temperature
in the atmosphere have ensured continual motion
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