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284 VARIATIONS IN THE CENTRE

may say, to these large tusks. An clongated
and flexible neck would have rendered these
provisions useless. The characteristic form of
the wild boar, then, consists in the height of the
back, the shortness and thickness of the neck,
the wedge shape of the head, the projection of
the tusk, and the shortness of the fore legs, which
must always be in proportion to the neck.

Thus we perceive that the skull, unaffected in
its office for containing and protecting the brain,
is yet subject to variations in its form and place
in reference to its other functions; because it
must be adapted, just as the extremities are, to
the animal’s mode of life. In the same manner,
we see that the spine is permanent in its office as
a tube to protect the spinal marrow, but that it



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


