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318 COMPARISON OF THE LEYE

opposite colour. When the eye is fixed upon a
point, the lights, shades and colours of objects
continuing to strike upon the same relative parts
of the retina, the nerve is exhausted : but when
the eye shifts, there is a new exercise of the
nerve : the part of the retina that was opposed
to the lights, is now opposed to the shades, and
what was opposed to the different colours is now
opposed to other colours, and the variation in
the exciting cause produces a renewed sensation.
From this it appears, how essential the incessant
searching motion of the eye is to the continued
exercise of the organ. - |

Before dismissing this subject, we may give
another instance. If we are looking upon an
extensive prospect, and have the eye caught by
an object at a distance, or when, In expectation
of ‘a friend, we see a figure advancing on the
distant road, and we endeavour to scrutinize the
object, fixing the eye intently upon it, it dis-
appears ; in our disappointment we rub the eyes,
cast them about, look again, and once more we
see the object. The reason of this is very ob-
vious : the retina is exhausted, but becomes re-
cruited by looking on the other objects of dif-
ferent shades and colours. The sportsman on
the moor or the hill side, feels this a hundred
times when he marks down his covey, fixing his
eye and travelling towards the spot.
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