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PREFACE. X1

to enthusiasm, but that the powerful and
masculine mind of Lord Brougham was di-
rected to the same object: that he, who in
early life was distinguished for his successful
prosecution of science, and who has never
forgotten her interests amidst the most ar-
duous and active duties of his high station,
encouraged and partook of these sentiments.

Thus, from at first maintaining that design
and benevolence were every where visible in
the natural world, circumstances have gra-
dually drawn the author to support these
opinions more ostentatiously and elaborately
than was his original wish.

The subject which he has to illustrate in
this volume, belongs to no definite depart-
ment; and is intermediate between those
sciences which have been assigned to others.
The conception which he has formed of
its execution is, that setting out as from a
single point, he should enlarge his survey and
show the extent of the circle, and the variety
of subjects which it bears upon; thence de-
ducing the conclusion, that as there is a rela-
tion of one part to the whole, there must be a
system, and universal design.

The author cannot conceal from himself the
disadvantages to which he is exposed in
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