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extremity of the branches, presenting the greatest similitude
to flowers. The F/uth'a (lig. 133) is composed of minute
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and almost microscopic cells, spread over a flat mombra

neous substance, resembling, in the flexibility of its texture,

and its mode of subdivision, the leaves of plants. These

cells are arranged in rows, with great regularity, like those

of a honey-comb, as is seen in the magnified view of them,

Fig. 64.

In other tribes the inorganic base of support is internal,

constituting a kind of skeleton or axi.'; the polypous mouths

being spread at intervals over the surface of' the fleshy layer
which covers this skeleton. This is the case with the Gor

gonia, '7ntipa1/ics and C'ru1, lieu cxliilit still closer re

semblances to the branched lhrms of vegetable stems. The

flesh contains granules 01' calcarcous matter, which, in the

dried specimens, adhere to the surface of the stems. Fig.

65 is a branch of the CorallizLm rubruin, of which Fig. 66
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is a mngnhfie(I portion, showing the appearance of the poly

PCs in their expanded and COlil racted states.. The way in

which the poiy pe are iLnbcddcd in the flesh is seen in Fig.

67, which represents a section of the Ca nia J3riarcus.

In many cases the poiypes are lodged in cup-like dcprcs-
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