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ing parts, and thus are the foundations laid of all the endless
diversities which characterize the several species belonging
to each tribe and family.

In the progress of development, we may recognise two

principles, which, though apparently opposite to each other,
concur and harmonize in their operation: these are expan
sion and conccntralion. Thus, while those segments of body
which follow the head are greatly enlarged, in order to sup
port the more recently developed organs of progressive mo
tion, they are also more consolidated, and rendered stronger
by the union of several pieces which wore before separate.
The posterior segments, having no such appendages to sup
port, are less dilated, and the whole body is much shortened

by the approximation of the segments, which, in this way,

compose the abdomen, or hinder division of the insect.

The progress of the metaniorphoes of msccts is most

strikingly displayed in the history of the Jcpidoptcrous, or

butterfly and moth tribe. The egg, whidi is dcpositcd b

the butterfly, gives hirth to a catcrihlar; an animal, which:
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in outward' shape, bears riot the slightest resemblance to its

parent, or to the form it is itself aftervards to assume. It

has, in fact, both the external appearance. and the mechani

cal structure, of a worm. The same elongated cylindric

The four periods or (hr existence or Iu' JJ:niiliqx or tile moth Or
the silk-worm, :ire shown in the :tuiiexcd engIrings; Vi-. 1.15:11-c tile en's,
Fig. 146, the Larva, or caterpillar; Fig. 1"I7 the 1'i'..a. r chrvsall.s; .1110-
Fig. 'I.IS, tIie linugo, fir it.Ii.


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


