
' b The specimen of Briatean Pentacrinite at PI. 52, Fig. 3. from 
the &S at Lyme Regis, adheres laterally to a portion of imperfect 
jet, which forms part of a thin bed of Lignite, in the Lias marl, 
between Lyme and Charmou tli. 

Throughout nearly its whole extent, Miss Anning has constantly 
observed in this Lignite the following curious appearances : The 
lower surface only is covered by a stratum, entirely composed of 
Pentacrinites, and varying from one to three inches in thick- 
BBSS ; they lie nearly in a horizontal position, with the foot stalks 
uppermost, next to the lignite. The greater number of these 
Pentacrinites are preserved in such high perfection, that they 
must have been buried in the clay that now invests them before 
decomposition of their bodies had taken place. It is not un- 
common to find large slabs several feet long, whose Sower an- 
face only presents the arms and fingers of these fossil animals, 
expanded like plants in a Hortus Siccus ; whilst the upper surface 
exhibits only a congeries of stems in contact with the under 
snrface of the lignite. The greater number of these stems are 
hually parallel to one another, as i f  drifted in the same direction 

the current in which they last floated. 
The mode in which these animal remains are thus collected im- 

mediately beneath the Lignite, anil never on its upper surface, 
"ems l o  shew that Hie creatures had attached themselves, in large 
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