
56 CREATION OF ANIMALS.

with the creation of animals, and the great events prepa

ratory to it, for when the ALMIGHTY CREATOR, in his

wisdom, and by the word of his power, had first brought

into being, and afterwards set in order, the heavens and the

earth; had caused the latter to bring forth grass, and herb,

and tree, and then had. placed his sun in the former, that by

constant irradiations of light and. heat from that central

fountain, the life,* and motion, which the PIEST MOVER had

begun by the incubation of his Spirit, and which now mani

fested itself in the vegetable kingdom, might be maintained

till it had run its destined course;-when all things were

thus prepared, his next care was to people and enliven the

earth with a different and higher class of beings, in whom

to organization, and life, and growth, and reproductive

powers,-might be added sensation and voluntary motion.

Unpeopled by animals, the verdant earth in all its primitive
and. untarnished beauty, though inlaid with flowers exhibit

ing, in endless variety, every mixture and shade of colour

that can glad the sight; though fanned. by gales breathing

Sabean odours, to gratify the scent; though tempting the

appetite by delicious fruits of every flavour, still would be a

scene without the breath of life. No motions would be

seen but of the passing clouds, of the fluctuating waters,

and the waving boughs; no voice heard but of the elements.

Was a single pair placed in this paradise, though at first

it would seem that there was gratification for every sense,

and joy would possess the heart, and admiration fill the soul

with pleasure; yet after the novelty of the spectacle had

ceased, and the effect of its first impression was obliterated,

a void would soon be felt, something more would seem

wanting to animate the otherwise lovely scene; a longing
would arise in the mind for some beings, varying in form

and magnitude, furnished with organs that would enable

* See Appendix, Note 1.
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