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perienced by them in their own persons before they were
divided, some to one and some to another, amongst their
posterity ? It is scarcely to be supposed that any single
individual, from that time to this, was subject to the annoy-
ance of every one of these animals, and it seems incredible
that Adam and Eve had experience of them all,

That they had their existence originally either as germs
or as perfect animals in the air, the earth, or the waters, and
were taken in by man with his food, with respect to some
species, may, perhaps, be true. The earth-worm is often
voided by children, and some other that infest animals are
found in the water, but of those that are appropriated to
man internally, none have as yet been found, except that
Just mentioned, in any other habitation. Lioné indeed
assigns an aquatic origin to the fluke, the ascarides, and the
tape-worm, but he seems to have adopted this opinion upon
very slight grounds. Bonnet very justly asks, with respect
to the last of these animals, which Linné states he found
once in a kind of ochre: “M. Linné is the only one that
has made this discovery, now it is certain that if tape-worms
existed out of the body of man and other animals, would it
be possible, after the numerous researches that naturalists
of every country have made in a variety of places, both in
the earth and the water, none should ever meet with that
insect?” * All Helminthologists seem now to be of opinion
that the sole natural habitation of these animals is that in
which they are usually found, the human viscera.

We now come to the last hypothesis, that these animals
were created subsequently to the fall: a single instance from
Scripture of such a creation will be sufficient to render it
probable that others may have taken place when occasions
called for such expressions of divine displeasure. Every one
13 aware that God, by the wonder-working rod of Moses, con-

®* Buvr. iii. 138.
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