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aside these arguments upon the uncertain facts on which
this hypothesis is built, if we turn our attention to the
reason of the thing, who can think that a Being of un-
bounded power, wisdom, and goodness should create a world
merely for the habitation of a race of monsters, without a
single rational being in it to glorify and serve him? The
supposition that these animals were a separate creation,
independent of man, and occupying his eminent station
and throne upon our globe long before he was brought
into existence, interrupts the harmony between the different
members of the animal kingdom, and dislocates the beautiful
and entire system, recorded with so much sublimity and
majestic brevity in the first chapter of (tenesis.*

How grand and at the same time how simple is this record,
proceeding step by step from one almighty operation to
another! each the natural consequence, as it were, of that
which preceded it. When the earth was formed, and planted,
and was receiving the influences of the sun and other lumi-
naries, and thus was prepared to welcome and maintain her
locomotive inhabitants, the perfect sphere of animals, if I
may so speak, adapted to the wants of the primeval state of
the globe of dry land and sea, both external and internal,
and to the instruction and uses of man, each individual
form gifted and fitted to play the part assigned to it in the
general plan of Providence, was brought into existence.
The supposed extinet animals all exhibit a relationship to
those that we now find existing, and many of them evidently
fill up vacant places in the general system, and therefore
there is no cause to suppose that they were originally
separated from and anterior to their fellows. It is observed
that those herbivorous Saurians now inhabiting the surface

* Dr. Mantell has replied elaborately to this statement, defending his
OWN views as not incompatible with scripture testimony, in the 6th edition
of his Wonders, vol. ii. p. 584,.—T. R. J.
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